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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 6-24 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend on any other multiple dependent 
claims. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 6-24 have not been further 
treated on the merits. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 4, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by US Patent 7,143,430 to Fingerman et al (hereafter referenced as Fingerman). 

Regarding claim 1, "a method of recording audiovisual content in a 
communications network including at least one network recorder able to record 
audiovisual content broadcast on a plurality of broadcast channels" reads on a 
method of remote storing time schedule media programs received from cable 



television system on a delivery device based on the request received from a 
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client over the networl< (abstract and col.3, lines 6-9) disclosed by Fingerman and 
represented in Fig. 1 (element 50). 

As to "characterized in that said audiovisual content is recorded by a 
network recorder at the request of a user having a communications terminal able 
to exchange Information with at least one network recorder via said 
communications network" Fingerman discloses (abstract and col.5, lines 12-15) 
that the delivery system records the program requested by client terminal via 
Internet as represented in Fig. 1 (elements 11,17, 50). 

As to "said method comprising the following steps: the network recorder 
declaring itself in the network, the declaration indicating at least: a means of 
access to said recorder" Fingerman discloses (col.5, lines 12-15, 37-39) that the 
clients and delivery system devices communicates with each other using 
communication network such as Internet where server maintains a list of the 
programs available on all the delivery systems available on the network as 
represented in Fig. 1 (element 17). 

As to "a list of broadcast channels whose broadcast audiovisual content 
can be recorded by the network recorder" Fingerman discloses (col.3, lines 48- 
56) that the client receives a preferred program schedule or listing which shows 
the programs available to store at the delivery systems. 

As to "the user using a terminal to select a network recorder able to record 
at least one required audiovisual content and to connect thereto using said 
access means in order to request the recording of said at least one audiovisual 
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content" Fingerman discloses (col. 3, lines 51-53; col.5, lines 33-36) that the client 
has an option to access program listing of the other delivery systems and also 
forwards requests for program recording to selected delivery systems capable of 
recording requested programs using Internet. 

As to "said request including an identification of said at least one 
audiovisual content to be recorded that consists in a unique reference of said 
content and/or an identification of an instance of said content consisting of at 
least the identification of the broadcast channel of said instance accompanied by 
the indication of a broadcast time band" Fingerman discloses (col .8, lines 12-44) 
that the client request submitted to server includes broadcast channel number, 
broadcast start/end time, etc as represented in Fig. 4. 

As to "the network recorder sending a response to the user's recording 
request containing, if the request is accepted, an identification of the accepted 
recording request for each content to be recorded" Fingerman discloses (col. 9, 
lines 55-59) that the delivery system sends a message back to client informing 
client that the program requested to store has been accepted and recorded as 
represented in Fig. 6. 

Regarding claim 3, "a method characterized in that it also includes the 
steps consisting in the user formulating a request to cancel an accepted 
recording request or to delete a content recorded by the network recorder, 
indicating at least the identification of the accepted recording request" Fingerman 
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discloses (col. 10, lines 54-64) that after user's requested program is recorded on 
the delivery system, system sends a message to client to either watch or erase 
the program recorded on the delivery device as represented in Fig. 9 (element 
607). 

Regarding claim 4, "a method characterized in that said means of access 
to a network recorder consist in an address of said recorder in the network" 
Fingerman discloses (col.6, lines 41-46) that the delivery system, which includes 
playback server, has Internet address. 

Regarding claim 5, "a method characterized in that said means of access 
to a network recorder consists in a directory listing operations specific to the 
network recorders, each network recorder being identified by said operation" 
Fingerman discloses (col.3, lines 48-56) that the client has access to program 
listing available at one or more delivery systems, where each delivery device is 
assigned with a preferred program listing. Fingerman further discloses (col. 8, 
lines 32-35) that the user has an option to select different location listing data, 
which will response with the program listings for the selected location as 
represented in Fig. 4 (element 207). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fingerman in view of US PG Pub 2003/0190149 to Chang et al. (hereafter referenced 
as Chang). 

Regarding claim 2, "a method characterized in that it also includes the 
steps of: for the network recorder, sending a response to the recording request 
status request containing at least the identification of the accepted recording 
request and the status of the request" Fingerman discloses (col.9, lines 55-59) 
that the delivery system sends a message back to client informing client that the 
program requested to store has been accepted and recorded as represented in 
Fig. 6. 

Fingerman meets all the limitations of the claim except "for the user, if the 
request is accepted, sending the network recorder a recording request status 
request indicating at least said identification of the accepted recording request." 
However, Chang discloses (110052) that the recording result of user's requested 
program is provided to user in response to a status request from the user. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Fingerman's system by sending a status 
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request to a server/delivery device as taught by Chang in order to monitor the 
status of the user's requested program. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• US Patent 6,732,1 58 to Hesselink discloses a method where a user can 
schedule recording of a program using Internet network. 

• US Patent 7,003,791 to Mizutani discloses a user that records programs via 
Internet to a remote computing device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PINKAL CHOKSHI whose telephone number is (571) 
270-3317. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8 - 5 pm (Alt. 
Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2425 



